In Russia there was Ao effective or planned control of syphilis before 1917, in spite of the fact that this infection was very widespread in the country. A special congress of Russian syphilologists convened in Petersburg in 1897 outlined all necessary measures in the field of syphilis control but, although the programme suggested by the congress was a very modest one, it was not implemented. After 1917 planned control of venereal diseases was started in the Soviet Union on a state-wide scale. During the first years of the Soviet regime, great attention was paid to the so-called "expedition" method of examining the population to register cases of syphilis, organize prophylaxis and check the spread of venereal diseases. More than 1,000 expeditions and teams were sent to the outlying regions before 1940.
New forms of dispensary work were found to control venereal diseases, the main principles of which were the following:
(1) Planned character of all measures; (2) Olbigatory registration of syphilis cases; (3) Treatment and prophylactic examination free. of charge; (4) Follow-up of patients until complete recovery; (5) Active epidemiological work; (6) Prophylaxis; (7) Health education; World War II retarded the decrease of the incidence of syphilis in the U.S.S.R. Venereological institutions were destroyed in the territories occupied by the Germans, and the treatment of syphilis cases was almost completely stopped, though the incidence of the disease was especially high in the occupied parts of the country. For example, at the beginning of the war the number of syphilis cases in Kharkov was 0 9 per 10,000 persons, and it rose to 34 per 10,000 during the occupation.
After the war was over the incidence of syphilis began to decrease steadily. Taking 100 to indicate the highest post-war incidence, in 1951 primary syphilis cases fell to 12-8 and secondary syphilis cases to 9 6. (Table) . 
